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The oak tree had to be taken down for safety reasons

The oak tree had to be taken down for safety reasons as part of a £24 million improvement
scheme at the A45/A6 Chowns Mill roundabout in Northamptonshire which will tackle congestion
and improve journeys

18 September 2020

Highways England lifted the wraps to reveal the finished artworks as they were placed in their new
home on scenic green space to be enjoyed by all.

The oak tree had to be taken down for safety reasons as part of a £24 million improvement scheme
at the A45/A6 Chowns Mill roundabout in Northamptonshire which will tackle congestion and
improve journeys.

When all efforts to save the tree — known as Three Oaks — proved fruitless, the project team
recruited woodcarver Carrie Yuen who has transformed the three trunks into unique artworks.

The benches were officially handed over to Mayor Councillor Tina Reavey at Castle Fields, Higham
Ferrers, where they will complement a Timber Trim Trail being created by the town council.

There are three themes to the bench. One has animals that lived around the tree such as the fox,
badger, rabbit, squirrel, owl, mole and mouse. A second bench features creatures that fly around the
branches such as butterflies, moth, dragonfly and bat. A third bench depicts the bugs of the oak
habitat such as the caterpillar, spider, beetle, ladybird, worm and millipede.

As well as the benches, some of the smaller pieces of wood are being used to create carved owls and
mushrooms which will help raise money for the Mayor’s charities. While some of the branches have
also been donated to Stanwick Lakes to create some natural habitat for the wildlife there.
Contractor Ground Control, appointed by Highways England to carry out environmental and
landscaping works for the Chowns Mill scheme, have met the costs of transportation, woodcarving
and delivery of the benches.

The much-needed improvements at Chowns Mill would have left the tree unstable and at risk of
falling down. The junction is being redesigned as a half hamburger layout with a new link road
connecting the A6 South and A5028 with the existing roundabout. All approaches are being widened
to provide extra lanes and capacity Highways England is looking to plant up to 1,500 trees and to
create wildflower meadow areas as part of the improvements scheme.
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